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— to magnify the Tiſedome of the Almighty, 
that turns the cavills of contentious men to the 
further enlargement of his glory. Howſoever it 
be, thou haſt the ſame that was firſt delivered, 
nothing 6 is altered but the outward dreſſe, much 
leſſe any word or ſentence changed, which I could 
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heaxe was ſubjeci to exception. If thowlipht-upon 
any thing x worth the reading, thank 10 T7 | 
good will, who never intended to be il ju 
lique, but thank the ill will of, thoſe carpin hes: 
rers, who put me upon it in mine one ence, 
andthinke of me as of the peareſ unborthy Mini. 
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CVSTOMES 
VINDICATED. 


The firſt Sermon. 


1 Co BAK 1 6. 
If any man luſt tobee contentious, Wee have no 


eb Cone, nor the ( burches of God. 


1 


2H E cuſtomes of the Church, 
ſchrough the ſtubborne hu- 
2 mours of contentions men, 
ate growne ſo obſolete and 
— out of caſtome in moſt pla · 

ces, that I feare I may bee 
| | thought ro breake the 6. 
ſtome, while I ſeeke to vindicate and —_ her 
. | 
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lob. 9.23 


1 Sam. 17. 


BY 


Contentions againſ? 
But when Llooke back unto purer times, and 
finde how the Church could ſtand upon her ca- 
flomes in the very infancy and childhood of the 
Goſpel], before the cuſtomes were come to age, I 
make no doubt but the ſame cuſtoms being grown 
at length to mans eſtate, in the ripeneſſt, and ma. 
turĩty of the Church, may now have leave to ſpeak 
for themſelves, at leaſt in their owne defence. 
Si quis videtur comtentioſu ; If any ſeeme, &c. 

Contentions and caſiomes appeare unto us at the 
firſt fight lie two ſtardy and valiant. Champi- 
ons, ready to aſſault each other in a ſingle com 
bat: Content ion ſtands up like proud Goliab, ſwel- 
ling and powting againſt all the cuffomes of the 
Churches, Cuſtome. ſtands up like little David to 
accept the challenge of Contentian, and bids de- 
fiance to the proud Philiſtime. 

Upon the iſſue of this Skirmiſli hangs all the 
peace and liberty of the Churth: for if Cantention 
win the day, and chance to prove maiſter ofthe 
field, then farewell the Charth and all her cu ſlomes; 
but if the Church prevaile and get the maiſtery, 
then downe the winde goes content ion, and down | 
goe they that love contention. ö 

You would be glad I crow to ſee the iſſue of this 


battell, ſtay but a while and ſtand your ground, 


and when the Philiſtime hath brav d himſelfe a 
inſt che armies of the living God, you ſhall ſee 
little David ſhall knock him downe, as it | 
were with a ſtone taken from the Churches Scrip. 
Non babemus conſuctudinem : We have Rc. 
Content ion is the firſt that makes the —— i 
and |; 
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Church: cuſtames. 


and if you deſire to know the of this dead- 
ly quarrell; you muſt be pleaſed co conſider three 
ings. | 

I : Time and place where the quarrell firſt be- 
gan, and chat was in the Church; * in the Church 
of Corimb, in her yong dayes, when 8. Paul 
himſelſe was yet alive. 

2. The nature, and quality of this contention: | 
for it was a poore and (lender quarrel! againſt a 
Ceremony, and no more. 

3. By whom the quarrell was begun, and that's 
implied here, to be © ce ſome buſie fellow 
of a wrangling humour, that /oved contention more 
then 

Loe this you have for the notifying of canrenti- 
;: and then for the Chnrches-euftowes you have 
three like circumſtances. | on 

I, The nature and quality of the cuffames, for 
wee muſt not ſtand upon every coſtowe, but upon 
a decent and reverend cuflome. ae! 

2. Who they are that maintaine the cuſfomes; 
noted here to be Churches of God. 

3. Who were the founders of the cuſtames: and 
they are implyed here to bee the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt that could not erte in doctrine, much leſſe 
in the ordinat ion of a caſome. | 

Theſe are che chief heads both of this cuſſome, 
and of that contention and when I ſhall come | 
ia the end to compare them both together, and to 
lay month to mouth, eyes to eyes, and bands ta bands: 
Imeane ſuch a grave and decent cuſt eme, againſt 


ſuch a ſlight and crifling/querred : *: the Cburebes 
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| of God that kept the coſfome againſt chat obe oe fin- n- 


Church that broke the cuſtome : à the Apoſtles 
of Chriſt the founders of this cuſtome, againſt that 
onc contentions man, the ringleader and broacher 
of innovation; I ſhall-chinke it fir to refer the 
cauſe to yo on judgement, whether ye thinke 
ſuch a ca ſtome maintained by all the Churches and 
allowed by the warrant of the bleſſed 4 poftles, be 
not worthy to beate downe ſuch a fond 25 frivo- 
lous quarrel but newly brought into the Church 
of Cerinth, by that filly ſect. maſter thae ſtands bp. 
on record for a contentious may. 

. Of all theſe I ſhall have faire occaſion to ſpeak 
ſomething. 

. Andfirft:Þ moſt begin to deale wieh comention, 
— and turbulent ſpirir T'am Me to 
finde him, that loves wrangling as hee loves his 
ble, and can no more bee tyed tony good order, 
chen the waters of 9 roche bann of their own 
channell. 

He never appeares to vo WR voice) lecke 
Lord — unto Tlial; but but whenſbever de 
comes, comes in a tempeſt, | and bla. |. 
ſtoring againſt all good order, nn and 
Srate's Did. you ever heare the pedigree of Con. 
tention? There was a baſtard begotten by anger, 
| nurſed by pride, and maintained by wilſulſ contra · 
diction, and when they came to give him a name, 
they beſtowed upon him the name of Centention. 

As was the name of the childe' ſo was his na- 
ture, for as ſoone as ever hee began togoe, hee 


He wenrbackwart like the Sea-crab : as foonavever | 


he 


EZ Church. caftomes. 
he began co read, he read backward "ike the Hel 
brewes : as ſoone as ever hee began to row, Hee 
rowed backward evermore, zgainſtride & ſtream. 

- Pirty ſuch a croſſa, diſorderly mate ſhould finde 
harbours any civill ſociety, much leſſe in the 
Church of God, which ought to be compoſec * 
City at unity. If contemion muſt needs bee, let it 
bee (ent to Bedlem, or Parii· garden where it may 
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let ĩt enter into Gods inherirance; left che fende 
of hell take more delight in the quarreſs of Gods 
people, then men are wont to fancy tothemſelves 
when they ſee the quarrells of dogs and beares. 

l were to bee wiſhed that icthefe difcords of 
ſchiſme and diſtentien, that make muſcke dnely 
ſor the devill; may never be heard'in the Cel 
of God: but I feare me as long as the Church 
conſiſts of men, and men conſiſt of ſundry poi. 
— _— hardhy.be free — a} comention, 

evitliis gromne ſuch a cunning po 

chat when he canher rob ur f our truth hee 1 
doe the beſt he can tu rob us of our peace; and 
when hee cannot plucke ap the good N. of 
wholeſome dotty ime that is — in our ſield by 
the gaod ſcedi. man, he does alb chat he can to min. 
8 with the try and amel of contens 


the good feld, and: renounce the wheat of Sui 


ſome cockle ? Shall wee forſake the 0 and 
B 3 5 ſhip- 


converſe with none bur dogs and Beares, of men 
more wilde then thoſe: ſalvage creatures; never 


"And what though ? ſhaſlwe therefore forſzke | 
int becauſe wee finde it wingled with | 
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(Jontentions againſt 
ſhipwrack rhe faich, and caſt off the eruth,becauſe 
we cannot have it cleane from all kinde of weeds? 
Nay rather, it we may have the word and Sacra - 
ments at ſo cheape a rate, and pay nothing for it 
but a little contention, let us never complaine of a 
deare bargaine. u Fes d. 

Contention hath beene and will ever be the 
unwelcome companion of the Charch militant . 
Chriſt himſelfe came not into the world co bring 
peace, but to bring a ſword : and if any church up- 
on earth can ſhew me a perfect charter of exem 
tion from all costentian, I ſhould begin to thinke 
that wee had our heaven already upon earth, and 
that the militent Church were turned triumphant. 

Take a ſhore ſurvey of all the Churches, whe- 
ther Jewiſh or Chriſtian, 'Eaſterne or Weſterne, 
ancient or moderne; and you ſhall not finde any 
one of them that ever could free themſelves from 
this eating gangrene of contention, 

I am ſure the Jewiſh Church had no ſuch pri- 
viledge: for as long as ſhe ſwarmed with ſundry 
ſects of Phiriſees, and Sadduces, & Efſens,and He- 
rodians, and Hemerobaptiſts, and Samaritans, 
and I know not what, that differed both in courſe 
of life, and point of beliefe, how could ſhee bee 
free from all comentions ? 

But it may bee in the Chriſtian Church there 
was no content ion for all that: No? does Epipha- 
nius reckon up no leſſe then foureſcore hereſies 
raging in the Church of God like the Bulls of Ba- 
ſao, and ſhall we beleeve there was no content ion 
all chat while ? 
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*Church-cuſtomes. 


times betwixt the Orthodox and the hererickes, 
yet | hope among the Orthodox themſelves 
there was perfe& union. But whatſoever you 
may think of thoſe times, as it they had reſt from 
all contention; yet if you knew the differences be · 
twixt the beſt learned of thoſe ages: (. i.) Anuice. 
tus and Polyca: pus, Chryſeftome aud Epiphanius, le- 
rome and Raffinus, Stephanus and Cyprian, Vudbar 
and the Eaſterne Churches, Proſper and the Do- 
Qors of France, and many hundreds more that 
might be named; you would ſoone beleeve that 
the Churches in their times could hardly bee free 
from all content ion. 

But what if contention crept into the Church in 
after ages, yet I hope in the Apoſtles time, and 


the Charches planted by their hands, we ſliall not 


heare of the leaſt murmuring, or whiſpering of 
contention. : Surely if ever the Church were free 
from all content iam, it is molt like to beinchoſe 
dayes of innocence; and yet if you look into 
1. Cap. of this our Epiſt. and the 11. ver. yee ſhall 
heare S. Paul complaine of ſome contentions: It is 
reported io me by thoſe of the houſe of Clee, that there 
are contentions among yon. 

To heare of comentions among the members of 
the Church was a ſmall matter: bur if you looke 
into the 22. Cap. of S. Luke ver. 24. youſhall heare 
of contentions among the Apoſtles themſelvesʒand 
if you looke into the 2. Gal. you ſhall heare of cen 


tention among the chiefe pillars of the Church, S. 


Peter and Paal, and that about no meane point of 
Chriſtian 


* 
8 But, ſay they bad ſome contentions in thoſe | 
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Contentions againſt 


Chriſtian politie, that concerned che : abrogation 
of Jewiſh Ceremonies. 


It makes mee wonder ſo much the more 
why the Church of Rome at this day ſhould ſtand 


o much upon the anitie of the Church, and beare 
us in hand that t/ᷣir unity and concord in religion is 4 


certaune badge and charatier of the true Church. They 
have found chat pearle it ſeems in the field of their 
Chsrch,which could never bee found in former 


ages; and though we ſell all that we have, like the 


goid Merchant is the Goſpel, to get poſſelion of 
that pearle, they will make us beleeve we ſhall be 
gainers by the bargaine 


Itis a good purchaſe indeed to buy truth at | 


what rate ſoever, but to buy truth attended with 
unitie, were a purchaſe i in my minde beyond the 
rules of Numeration. 

Bar is this purchaſe to be had at Romeꝰ Tes are- 
ly: for all the mibers of their Church are ſo colligated 
and bound toget her in a kinde of ſubjettion and ſubor- 
dination to one head, that you ſhall ſeldome heare 
of any contenties among them that ever breakes 


out into open flames. 
A happy church they muſt needs have, if things | 


be anſwerable to their vaunts,bur if it doe not ap- 
peare upon juſt triall out of the beſt Records of 
their one Chorch, that they have contentions as 
well as wee, as great as ours, as loud as ours; I (hall 
be ready to ſubſcribe to the Church of Rome, and 
returne againe to her communion. 

Did you never heare of any difference demeie 
the T howifts and the Scotiſts, of any jarres be. 


rweene 
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¶ hurch cuſtomes. 


tweene the Seculars and the leſaits, of any quar- 
rells among the Cardinalls themſelves in the ſa- 
cred conclave 2 what Cherch, what State in the 
whole world that is not conſcious of their difſen- 
tions? and if all theſe be not proof enough that 
their peace comes ſhore of ours, their diſſention is 


more then ours, let us appeale to Bellarmine him - 


ſelfe, the chiefe Advocate of the Romane cauſe, 
who reckons us more then 200.opinions diverſly 
maintaiged pro and con among the Doctors of 
their Church. 

A goodly unity I durſt to warrant you that 
ſhines in the midſt of ſo many quarrells, and a 
goodly Church by the ſame reaſon that muſt be 
knowne by this jatringunicy:if they have no bet- 
ter badge and livery of their Church then ſuch a 
counterfeit prete unity, we ſhall never have 
cauſe I dare ſay either to be fond of their church, 
or to be jealous of our o n. 

And yet tis a wonder to ſee with what a face of 
braſſe and impudence the Romaniſts of theſe 
times are wont to upbraid us with the quarrells 
of our Church, as if Rome had engroſſed all the 
unity: Your Church, ſay they, what is it but a beaſt 
of many heads, patched up with divers and ſun- 
dry factions, while one adheres to Luther, another 
to Calvin, a third to Zuinglius, another to Armi- 
nius, as if we delighted more to be called from 
names of men, then to be called Chriſtians from 
the name of Chriſt, or Catholiques from the faith 
profeſſed by them. 
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For our parts be ic knowne to all the world | 
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3 ( ontentions againſt 
we hate te be called from the name of any man 
be he what he will, yea though it be the name 
of Peter and Paul, we are free enough from thoſe 
contentions which S. Paul imputes to this Church of 
Corinth; and though they impure unto us any 
other differences which have been alwaies inci- 
dent to the pureſt Churches, they muſt not think 
to ſhake our faith by ſuch poore and flender ex- 
probrations. ü | 

We know that theſe were the commpn dart: 
which both the Heathens of old, and the Torks 


of latter times were wont to caſt againſt the 


Chriſtian faith and if they can find no other argu- 
ments to conſute us, but what they are fame co 
borrow from Terks and Heathens, and: fach as 
equally concern both them and us, they will make 
us think ehey are hardly driver. | * 

Let them free themſelves from their own cox- 
tentions, and then they may the better object 
ours; in the meane while as long as we fee no 
other remedy, we will ſet us down by the Church 
of Corinth, and patiently beare botł her lot and 
ours. 

We can hardly look to be in better ſtate then 
che Apoſtolique Chercbes, and if they were faine 
to ſuffer comention, why ſhoald we grudge to bear 
the like?our cafe cart hardly be worſe then cheirs, 


18. ver. hereſies in the 19. ver. and therefore if all 
theſe ſhonld fall ro our lott, (which God of his 
mercy turne away from us) yet we have learned 


| 


| 


for they had contentions in thu ver. ſchiſmes inthe- | 
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of the blefled Apoſtle not to think ſtrange of any 
ſuch 
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: ſuch yall, asf ſowe wew th thing were fallen upon us, 
bur patiently to ſhare in that common calamity 
that equally belongs to all the Charcbes. When all 
isdone, the Church of Corinth (ball be our apolo. 
gie, we ſuffer no more then ſhe hath dene, and 
ſeeing we are joyned with her in the ſame cauſe, 
let us make enquirie a little further, and perhaps 
we ſhall match her ſomewhat nearer in the ſpeci · 
all ground and reaſon of contention. 

Thongh every Chnreb hath ſome contention, yet 


every Church hath not the ſame. There is a (tals) 


for contention as well as for cuſtomeʒ for one is like 
the Palmer-worme that eates nothing but the 
IANS like the Caterpillar that deſtroys 
the t 


devoures the body of Some quarrels 
are but light and waves that dally and 
play with the ſhip of Chriſtz others are proud and 


jofty ſurges that crack the cordage of the ſhip; 
and ſome are fiery balls that aſcend to heaven, 
and threaten the ſafety af the Church. 

Of all the lis that ever were moved in 
the Church, you will think that this in my text 
was one of the leaſt: Nothing was oppoied, for 
for ought we find, but a bare ceremony, and the 
out ward geſture in praying or prophefying was 
the onely canſe of this ſharp contention. 

A poore occaſion to-make a difference when 
they were agreed upon the ſubſtance: yet conſi | 
dering withalLwhat miſchiefe may — 
the Charch by the leaſt quorrell once begun, che 


Apoſtle thinks ĩe meet to beſtir himſelfe, aud to 
quench 


C 2 


and another like the Canker that 
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Contentions againſt 
quench the fire of coxrention,that it may not break 
out into greater flames. en f 
Our wiſe Apoſtle was not to learne that a ce- 
remony of it ſelfe was of little reckoning, but 
when a ceremony is enjoyned by lawfull autho- 


rity, he knew well enough that #bedence or d:ſobe- 
dience in a ſmall matter was not to be counted a ſmall 


i. | alter. 


There is the ſame reaſon of obedience or diſo- 
bedience, whether in ſmaller or in greater mat- 
cers : for tis not the thing commanded that binds 
the conſcience, but the power from whence the 
commandement comes; be the thing commanded 
never fogrear, ic commends the obedience never 
the more: be the thing commanded never fo 
ſmall, it cannot excuſe the diſobedience.  * 
Chriſt commends the good ſervant becauſe 
he was Faithfull in the leaſt things, to teach us that 
faĩthfulneſſe or unfaichfalnefſe in the leaſt things 
cannot be cbunted the leaſt thing: well may the 
leaſt things aggravate the unfaĩthfulneſſe, but I 
am ſure of that they cannot excuſe ir:andrhere- 
fore as the Lord himſelfe doth often puniſh the 
leaſt unfaĩthfulneſſe, whether in eating an apple, 


or gathering of fticks when tis forbidden, with 


greater puniſhments then fouler fins, becauſe ic 


| proceeds from meere wilfulneſſe: ſothe Apoſtles 


of Chriſt and their lawfull ſacceſſors may ſafely 
puniſh the leaſt contention againſt a ceremony, 
when they ſee. ir proceeds from meere ſtubborn- 
neſſe, as well as ſome greater and fouler ſins that 
ſpt ing from weakneſſe and iofirmity. 
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More 


* Church-cuftomes. 


More danger there is in this poore contention 
then the common ſort of men doe commonly 
think, nor onely becauſe it kindles a fire among 


brethren of the ſame faith and the ſame religion, 
whoſe æmulous vyings and mutuall conteſtati- 


ons among themſelves cannot chuſe but aggra- 
vate and increaſe the flame, but alſo becauſe tis 
commonly grounded upon I know not what pre- 
rence of miſgnided conſcience; that makes the 
quarrel) the more preſumptuous. | 

Other ſinnes, whether of adultery, theſt, or 


drunkenneſſe, dare not appeare in open light: and 


if they doe, you ſhall find them ready to plead 
guilty: but the ſinne of ſchiſme that ſpurns men 
on againſt the orders of the Church, is ſo hold and 
ſawcy of its owne nature;that ir evet ſtands upon 
juſtification, and being vainij paft up with ſelſe. 
conceit, it dares out · face all authority. N 
Other ſinnes fight againſt the Church, not di- 
rectly, but by way of conſequenteʒbut this fights 
againſt her with downright blows: and therefore 
as the Prophet David,ina figure of Chriſt, com- 
plains more grievouſly of the plots of his neareſt 


friends, then of all the treacheries of known foes; 
'| fo the Church of Chriſt his onely Spouſe hath |. 


more cauſe ro-complaine of the civill pacivill 
wars of her o children, then of all the oppoſi- 
tions of forraigne enemies, that ſeek to bring her 

into bondage. | 
Tis a maxime agreed upon by weeping croſſe 
that contention goes before deſtruction: there 
no State nor Kingdome of the world but have 
ES made 
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| 


7 ons apart 
made it true by their one ience:and if the 
Church of God be divided againſt her ſelfe by ſun- 
dry factions and her children like a rowred difor- 
dered Army begin to fall upon their own fel- 
lows, wharpriviledge have we more then others 
againſt che all ſentence of our Saviour. 4 
Kingdeowe divided againſt it ſelfe cannot ſtand. 

Optatas faid of the factions of the Donatiffs, 
that were not much unlike to theſe contentions, 
that betm / xt our jea, and your nay, the cauſe of Religi- 
ow yes 4 bleeding; and have not we brought it 
to the ſame paſſe by our domeſticke quarrels a- 
mong our ſelves, that betwixt the conformity of 
ſome, and the inconformicy of other ſome, many 
a Chriſtian ſoule ſtands unreſolved, and meanes 
to continue a meere neutrall. 8 

As lomꝑ es rhe Jawgeages are confounded, the buil. 
ding of the Church can neuer got forward, us as 
che ſhip is toſt with waves, many are afraid to 
come a ſhipboard; ſome that are without are loth 
to come in, and ſome that are within are loath to 
continue; ſo the Charch being ſuſpected 
and forſaken on both ſides, is faine to complaine 
with the Prophet 1eremie : Woe i mee, that ever 1 
was made the cauſe of comention. 


We cannot chaſe but ſee, unleſſe wee wilfally | 


ſhar our eyes, how much our adverſaries are en- 
riched by theſe contentions : how many good pro- 
feſſors upon theſe grounds have leapt afide into 
the tents of Popery : how many quie tand peace- 
able congr ns have beene torne and diftra- 
Qedinto ſundry factions: how many zealous and 
painfull 


— 


" 


Church cuſtomes. 

painſull labourers onely for the cauſe of their bare 
conformity are growne ſuſpected to their owne 
flockes : and which is moſt ro be lamented, ma- 
ny a faithfull and learned Prelate that ſhould be 
counted worthy of double honour, is traduced as 
a favourer of Popiſh tyranny, becanfe he laboors 
and ſtrives (as S. Paal does here) to beate downe 
theſe fond and rrifling querreds, 

Oh the day, that ever religion ſhould be 
ty of ſo much irreligion | Oh, that the Charch 
ſhould ſuffer martyrdome in a heape of vaine un- 
neceflary quarrels | Have we not quarre/s enongh 

jnſt the Church of Rome for her Purgatory, 

Tranſubſtantiation, end prayer forthe dead, 
andinvocation of Saints, and adoration of Ima. 
ges, and pretended infalhbiliey, and many orher 
pointsof rhe ſame alloy, but we maſt ſheath our 
ſwords in our owne bowels, and wilfully invite 
our one deſtruction? 

O yee ſonnes ef men, ho long will you love 
vanity, how long wilyon'dotenpon your owne 
miſery 2 Are wee all agreed about the garment, 
and ſhall we differ about the trimming ? are wee 
agreed about the freehold, and ſhall wee quarrell 
about che boands ? Away with thoſe unkinde, 
unhappy contentions that procure the loſſe and 


ſhame of borhſides, there be any joy, if any love, 
if any compeſiion either to your ſelves, or tothe 
Church, or to the cauſe of reformation, fulfil my 
| joy, and the joy of our Apoſtle, and the joy of the 

Church, and the joy of Chrift Jeſus, and with it 
the joy of your one ſoules, that wee may heare 


no 
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| o more of theſe fond contentions. 


| 


(ontent tons againſt 


—... 


Tis a ſhame robe ſeene in any quarrell againſt 


a ceremony, yet ſome ceremonies there are a- 
LL 


mong the reſt ſo nearely concerning the honour 


— 


— 


of G, that a wilfull and ſtubborne oppoſition 
"gh chooſe but aggravate and increaſe the 
ault. 

If ever contention againſt a ceremony could 
threaten to bring us within danger of ſin, I doubt 
this quarrell in my Text will trench hard upon it, 
becauſe ic trenches ſo neare upon Apoſtolique 
power. 

The very Apoſtles of Chriſt had a hand them- 
ſelves in this holy cuſtomeʒ for among ſome other 
orders compoſed by them for the furtherance 
and decoration of Gods ſervice,they ordained this 
rule for all che Churches, that the menwhen they 
came ts prayer or prophecie ſhould uncover their heads, 
and the women. 2 veyle or cover their heads, as 
oft as they appear d in the congregation. 

That this injunction was in force in the Apo- 


| ſtles time, for ought I find, no man denies : yea 


ſome there be that give the reaſon of that Canon, 
that the late converted . Chriſtians mighe not 
faſhion themſelves to the cuſtomes of the Hea- 


- | thens, where the men were wont zo ſacrifice with 


their heads covered, and the women with their heads 
bare, and their haire diſheveld, 4s 4 greater ſigne and 
pledge of holineſſe. 

Whatſoever the reaſon were, I am ſure of this, 
that the one member at leaſt of that reverend or- 
der, that I mean that concernes the men, is ſo fully 

ratifyed 


— 


—— IG — . 


| ratifyad and'confirmedvby: the Canon or dar 
'Chirch ; that ag man mug prefumets cover his head 


during vhe wholetime of divine ber vice without the 
breach of Cheb order. | 
For the women indeed we have no comman- 
dement in our Chareh, for natute itſelftt the rules 
of modeſty have taught them freely to yeeld con- 
formity. But for the men, at leaſt ſome dFchern in 
ſome places; where they have beene traind in a 
courſe of ſchiſme;rhey are ſoloarh to ſloop to this 
Apoſtolique order, that the Church is ſain to inter. 
pole her power to bind thẽ to it bya double bond. 
That any man covers of wilfull ſtubbornneſſe 
—_ 6 biſeeyer fr che Apoſtle — werei lirtle | 
charity to bejeeve? * 4 rather impute it 
to meere could they be thromghly 
reſolved 2 of rhis d 
in force, I preſume there is none of themiallof 
what ſort ſoever, but would Ken, themſelves 
bound to —— — 
1 nk perhaps — this A e or- 
der may concern the Miniſters of che Chr be- 
| cate it it laid upon ſuc han pray and pep becitbut by | ; 
their leave, ift I Sermon be not pro. 
pheſy ing as well as the preachiag, and that in tile 
Freund nies nittgofourownApolſtle, Edefireto 
knowhow the — — in the next wordsim- 
mediately following could apply = fame: —.— 
of praying and ing as well 18 the women ws t 
TS wi 55 th . his ownrule | 
either 70 ce bel tithe congregation? 
a 
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Ob. 1. 
Ver. 4. 


Ver. 5. 


y ic concerne the FRE abthe 
1 Miniſters, 


111. 


Ver. 4. 


— ——— — 


EE. * (ontentions againſt £ 


and propheſying, yet perhaps it may lay a tye up- 
on the people of thoſe times, and not upon the 
Churches in after ages. Tis true that all caſfomes of 
. what fore ſoever; are things diſpenſable in their 
ownnature;yea the very caſtomes of the Apoſtles 
themſelves are no certaine and perpetuall rules 
to all Churches to abridge their liberty in things 
indifferent. And what of that? will any man deny 
them a binding power for the time being while 


; | they are allowed by the preſent Church, becanſe 
|. the Church hath power to change when time and 


place ſhall ſo require ? no ſurely, but the ſtampe 


and impreſſe of the preſent Charch muſt make 
them eurrent for the time being: and ſee ing this 


cuſlome is allowetl as you heard before, and that 
preſume to ſtrive againſt it as long as it ſtands ſo 


| allowed, unleſſe he deſire to ſeeme contentions. 
Ob. 3 


Perhaps you may ſay, this Apoſtolique Canes 
may not be ſutable totheſe times, for the Apoſtle 


ſeems to allow s covering at all, & if that ſhould 


be ſtrictly obſerved in this crazie age, we ſhould 
ſoone make the Churchyard full, and the Church 


empty. Well, be it ſo : and what of that ? were 


| there not any weak in the Apoſtles time aſwell 
as now ? yes ſurely: why then no doubt the ex. 
ception is implyed, though it be not expreſſed in 
the Text, to ſhew that if we conforme our ſelves 
as neere as we can, and make uſe o fe er night- 


with the Apoſtles rule) in coſe of weakneſſe and 


Miniſters, as being equally ingaged in praying 


under the ſeale of our owne Chwcb, let no man 


I: 
cap in ſtead of a hat (as our Church hath diſpenced | 


imfirmity, 


— 


- 


— — 


| Church-uftones. 


ſure, nor ſtem to the Charch to be rontemtions, 
But the moſt of our people for ought ſee are 
ready to 'wrcover in the time of prayer, onely 
they ſtick at the ſtrictneſſe of ſome that re vire 
the baring of the bead in the time of preaching 
belike they are willing to ſhew reverence win 
they ſpeak unto God by their earneſt prayers, but 
they think it too much roſhew the like when God 
ſpeaks to them by his ſacred ordinance. Let me 


bleſſing, as to crave itꝰ and ſhall we not receive | 
the bleſfing with as much reverence when tis of 
fered, as wee would crave it when tis wanti 
Saint 24. wel 7 gy 1 no odds | n of 
reyer 270 man , he 
0 Conn of the Chburih wilde not reach ti boch bes: 
cauſe it mentions no more but the whole ſervice, let 
him pleaſe to compare the words of the Canon | 


' inflrmity; we ſhall never incur the Apoſtles cen. cen 


alke them, is it not as great a favour to rective «| 


06. 4. 


——_— 


— — 


” — 


| Imniediats | 


to therebrickof the ſervice book, and hethall inde” | 
that the'Sermon or exhortation' no orher Ita pare f 
of divine Service: | 
There is no diſpenſãtion fo diighe I can ſee 
more for the Sermon then for the prayer: neither 
can I beleeve for mine own part that any man 
reaſon or ſound religion would ever ſtick at this 
reverend order, but rhat tis the uſe of the Charch | 


of e 


anus facere 
ander, — | 


Jy after the 
Creed, |, |+, 
05. 5. 
Cypr. ep. 


hoc Nevati- 


of Rome, with which they dare not comply in ume 


ſuperſtition. Indeed tis like enough this Apoſto- 
lique order hath been abuſed; and ſcarce car yu 
name any thing elſe that hath not been abuſed 0 
. to 
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Contentios again 


oma yet when the thing it ſelfe is ischar« 
5 Ar by. che. Apeſle, and the ſuperſtition 
upon it by the fault of men, e muſt 
Pre 5 for che fault of mengo (tira duty of: 
25 fee but weer muſt learne a 
75 Way of x1 
of our owne. devi 
maine. 


fe a to mend the fault 
„and, let the, duty (til te. 
To be warie of ſuperſtitionis a good thing, 
by 115 is another extfeame to cbe avoid, 
ligionbatgt rc thatiand if werum: 
om. ſuperſtition. that wee faſlintd proc 
ones * think ye have never driven ſuper- 
Kae ar engugh, unleſſe we drive together 5 — 
ve Ja Sg de ee ch Tad, lfenra 
ile upon 6 
ln, while-s wee ſeekg toe 
1 l 


au: incanves 


ay the 1 —. forbidden Gpendichn en 
-reverence allalung, 


Ittobe 


| and, / the, 44x; 


* the. bead an, vl un ods, 


| during the time of divine ſervice be vt a ſigne of hb, 


| Jy reverence, Tam yet to learne what reverence 


meapes. 
Sure Water a ſigne of reverence in civill: 


ip, for ſeryangs uncover to their maſters, 


children to their parents, ſubjects to their prince, 
yez and to the chaire of his ſtate to, as à type and 
figure ol his preſence: and will you refuſe to give 
the lame reverence, in divine worſhip to the 
great King of all the earth, whenhe claimes it of 


where 


heb cauſe ofre. 


1 


yon hy the ſame titles of reſpect, If Ibe «father, ||. * 


— 


———— 
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where is my ee if l= Lend, whete e 


renee? . 4 
come into the court of a Printe 


— 


1 


1 — acob 
ed to himby the way to Harun: Swe the 
ord is inthit plact; and i not ware; how | charts" 
bir „ e wiheb but tb 
„Hei, and earft'riot© 


ies and congregati 
peakeſt to him by thy zealous prayers, 
thee hy bis ſacred w/) ͥ⁰rdꝰ | 
Ihhearemhe Lord echarping 
ſhould reverente hu bey Sant iu 
place where the Lord appeafed; and fhall notwe' 
reverence his word, and his ſacraments, and his 
oraclos, and his ordinances, when weappeare be- 
fore him it his holy Sanctuary? | 

Did the wiſe King give it in charge, that wee 
ſhonld leoke to our feet when we ene 
and is there no regard to be had to our head: 
Was Moſes commanded 19 put off his ſbors when be 
appeared before the Lord; and doe we thinke much 
to put off our hatts 


Syrians ſo much to their 


Charob:oaſtontes, / | _ 


with wandringeyes;a08 "| morn: 


of Gd in che wffſetr” | 


the jewes chat hey 
1%, as being the 


+ into Gods — * | 


> Did the Philiftimr give fo | 
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Exod.30. 
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| Eccl.4.17.” 
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 Bxed.3.5e | 
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| 1 Sam,. 3. | 


| much un Dagon, and the 


D3 god 


—————\. 


ms a | you thew no more regard to his holy ordinances? 


22 E for his favonr , and ſet a barre againſt his favonr d 
; © | ſervice, which thou would take in ſcorne from 


el ſeruice, tothe ſhame and diſbonour of religion : If o- 


| 


—— 
gad Nen, and cannot wer afford as much 4 | 
they, to the great Creator of heaven and earth 2: | 

Let me aſke the queſtion with divine Salvian, | 
Wherefore do ye come to the houſe of God, if 


Das is come ts paciſie and afſſwage bis wrath, and d%,n 
gee kindle and proveke his wrath? Is it the ſame work 
" | both to honour God, and diſbonour bim too > To ſuc 


Wilt chou preſume to offer unto God that ſurly 


thine one ſervant > Muſt God take that for an 
honour to himſelfe, which thou thy ſelſe wouldſt 
take for a foule diſhonour? Maſt he account ita 
pacification, which thou thy ſelfe wouldſt take | 
for a provocation? Away with ſuch a proud and 
ſawcy ſubmiſſion, away with ſuch a rude, unman- 
nerly ſervice; Let us never be guilty of ſuch diſ- 
| honour unto God, Let a never bee guilty of ſuch 
diſhononr to our ſelves : If we ſtand not ſo much up- 
on our owne honour, yet take heed how wee be- 
tray the honour of God; if v: feare not ſo much 
the cenſure of men, yet take heed how we fall into 
the hands of Cod: Let it never be ſaid of the Chri- 
ſtian religion, that the heathens worſhip their 
owne handy works with more reverence and de- 
votion, then we adore the maker of all things: let 
ic never be laid to the reformed Charches, that wee 
have choſen to our ſelves an eaſie and ſlovenly kinde of 


— 


| ther Cbarcbes are guilty of char fault, Oh let not us 
| ſuffer for their offence; if any of our peeviſh bre- 
thren |} 


— — 


_ ——— —— —— ͤ ́V—— — — —— 


Church cuſtomes, 


1 *** tt — 


the blame. Shee hath done hat ſhe can for the 
honour and reverence of her huſband, ſor ſhee 
hath made a /aw to binde her children, fhee bath 
' practiſed that /aw in the (godly examples of her 
governours, ſhe bach cenſured che breach ol it in 
ſome of her ſtubborne and rebellious children; 
and if all this be not enough to perſwade reve- 


ver to the juſt cenſure of her huſband, Ho will 
ſurely prove a ſharpe avenger upon the heads of 
thoſe that love tomtention,. (OOO 
We have ſeene the ground of this vaine con- 
tention, together with the time it began to hatch, 
and now could we ſearch'a little further; and find 


| cious worke to the Charch of God, to dra the 
pedigree of Contention,” '' © Rs e 
That ſome notorious ſchiſmatique began this 


trell, we may eaſily judge by S. Pauls (Si qui 
— ſchiſme ever be — te nwhens 
and ringleader of the faction, yer becufe che 
head of this trifling faction, may ſeem to be a un 
of unworthy parts, as moſt of that broodhave 


' 


| 


1 
| % 


ſ 
( 


1 


N 


give him a name, for feare he ſhould give him ioo 
much honour. . r gun 


All the title he gives him here is (comentioſus, - 


4 contentious man,) to teach ns that whoſoever 
ſtrives againſt the orders of the Church, ſpecially 
thoſe that tend to reverence, hee may enjoy the 
name of a contentions may, and maſt not look for a 
better title. | What- 


rence, what can ſhe doe more, but give them'o- 


ever beene, the Apoſtle would not vouchſafe to 


thren have offended, ob let not —— — 


out the author of this guarrel, we might do a gra- 7 


— — 


r 


Ws ervermeß be-rbopght of other, cere- 


| | — hy — quarrell-in my text will | 
vide c- | | 98 ethe titleʒ for when the Charch alleves eroife | 
| non.18. ut r i ue in cafe, of; weukneſſe and infirmity, arid 

1 nl wü refuſe to enjoy. that favour; to 
| pick a quarrellwiththe Charchof God; what Ad- 
ö | |. YocaterwiHl undertake to plead their cauſe that 
er not ſtand; upon record fer contentions 


1 | 
I onld be loath to ſay that the bare omiſſion 
of this order, or any other ſhould conclude a man 

|| to be contentions ; Nay, S. Paal himſelfe doth not 1 
ſo farre, dil he had ſhewed the ground ofcthis 


holy order: but if any ſhall wilfully ſe them - 
ſelyes after lawfull warning —— then 


Me have our warrant. from the bleſſed Apoſtle to 

ite them done for contentronn mem. 

Tao ſeeme contentions is a (mall matter, but 8. aal 

himſelfe goes a great deale further, and ſets him 

| dowye ta be , that is to ſay, a lover of con- 
tent iam, as if he loved content ion as he loved his life, 

—— . it as the wantan dotes upon his | 


We knov it is one thing ts ſal inte contention, 
| and another thing to fall in love. with contention it 
| — Kelle: Devid bimſelſe may fall ĩuto cevrertionand 
_ ſing a Ve ] to himſelfe, vhen he cannot avoid it, | 
bat tobe euamored and beſotted with the love of 
| '| coptention is ſuch a fearefull fickneſſe, and frenzie | 
| of the foule, that ir ſcemes to be paſt all hope of 
| || Ire... 1 7 | 
Pro. 15. 19. ere ths lout of cautentions;thereamuchtranſ- 


| ON i ___ © greſron, 


— 


J 


— 


—— 


greſion; Nay there u 4 whole ſwarme of agly wices, 
there is envy, there us pride, there s tumult, there un 
malice, there is revenge yhere is muriher ler m ſadi- 
tion, there is treaſon, there « ſchiſme, there is hereſis, 
there is all thingsʒ as ĩtall the maladies of the ſoul 
were epitomized and ſummed up in this word, 
(contentions) 

Take but a view of this one contention in my 
text, and ſee what bordering miſchiefe hangs 
on it: the Apoſtle is ſo well. acquainted with all 
the neighborhood, that in the compaſſe of two 
* yerſes he makes it ſhake hands with ſchiſie ant 
hereſie , as if they both tooke head from the love 


of comention. 

Perhaps the neighborhood of ſchiſme will 
hardly us, for many thinke it a title of 
honour, and when they ſaffer in that canſe; they 
thinke they ſuffer a 4 Chriftias:- but S. ani that 
was better acquainted with the nature of ſchiſme, 
is bold to rank it ich the ſouleſt finnes:thar/tan 
be named, Adultery; Marther, Iaatury, mucbrraft, 
and ſuch like; aid 8. Anguſline as, if wee 
can beleeve him, that when it is put on with wit- 
full violence, and maincained with heat of phari- 
Gicall pride; it proves no leſſer finne in the 
of God, then either Adultery, Theft, or Mui her, 
and hath beene commonly revenged wich greater 
puniſhments. | 

If you are not ſtirred wich the danger of ſchiſm 
that borders © neare upon the love of comention z 
what doe you thioke ot the nature of hereſſe that 
is commonly entailed to the hn of ſeb ue 

| E _ Surely 


_ 


Iam. el 6. 


The love 
of conte- 


tiõ tend; 


' and that 
ſeldonme 

. ends i 
it comer 

to hereſy. 


* Viz. 18, 
& 19. 
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' 


earneſtviolence againſtshediſciplineof the Church; 
o it eggs on the other with headſtrong fury a- 
I gainſt he dodirme of the Church. 


tion to be made both, he runnes ſo ſierce upon a 


(,ontentions again ſt 
Surely the Apoſtle had never coupled: hereſtes 
and ſcliſines both together, but that he knew well 
h that ſcliſme is nothing elſe but a greene 
hereſie newly hatcht in the Church of God, and he- 
nie nothing elſe, but a growne ſchiſme that is 
come to rĩpenc ſſe and perfection. 
There is neicher of them both but ſpring from 


the fame fountaine, for contention is the head of 
both the factions, and as it ſpurs on the one with 


| 


Though every contentious man bee neither a 
ſchiſmatick, nor an heretick, yet he hath a diſpo- 


full carere oi headſtrong paſſion like a man that 
gallops done a hill, chat hee can hardly take up 
and ſtay his pace untill he come to the bottome 
of her efic * ' 4 | | ; ET ISR 
No man becomes an bereticie on a fuddaine, 
but windes into it hy certaine ſtepaʒ and loe the 
ſtaĩres are ſet hy the bleſſed. Apoſtle: Firſ con- 
tention, in this verſe; then ſchiſme in the 18. then 
lereſie in the 19. to teach us that if we deſire to a- 
void hereſie, we muſt firſt begin to cut off /chiſwee, 
and if we deſire toflye the danger of ſthiſae, wee | 


muſt firſt begin to ſtrike at contention. 


Theſe waters of contention muſt be topped inthe firft 
breach, that they may not turne to an inundarion. |. 
Fheſe Bb: loniſh brats muſt be daſhed againſt the 


| walks that they may not grow tofurther miſchief. 


This Coctarices egge muſt be cracked in the ſhell; 


that | 


| 


—— 


| 


Church. cuſtomes. 


that it may not bring forth a flying ſerpent. 

Oh who will cake theſe foxes, theſe young foxes 
in the neaſt, that they may not infeſt the tender grapes! 

Oh who will quench theſe coales of diſſention, 
that they may not increaſe to a greater flame. 

Stand to your tackle O yee Champions of the 
Lord, and let not the enemy get ground upon 
you: Vit be poßible, as much as in you lies have 
peace wit h all men : If diſcord ariſe betwixt man 
and man, let it never incroach upon Gods inheri- 
rance, Behold how good and joyfull it ij bret hren to 
live together in anity : Oblefſed Peace, wee are all 
thy clyents; nothing can comfore us without thy 
company, Pray for the peace of Ieraſalem ; they 
ſhall proſper that love thee, peace bee within thy walls, 
and plemteouſneſſe within thy pallaces : for my brethren 
and companions ſake, I cannot cbuſe but wiſh thy peace. 

Let every one beſtirre himſelfe in the Gd 
worke, as it were in a time of common danger; 
one to ſpeake for peace, another to labour for 
peace, another to fight for peace, another to pray 


| for peace, that ſo by the bleſſing of God upon 


our joynt endeavours, we may live to ſee the hap- 
py greeting and ſalutation of the Pſalmiſt, to the 
joy andcomfort of all our hearcs. | 

Mercy and truth ſhall meet together, righteouſ- 
neſſe and peace have kiſſed each other. Truth ſhall 


bud ont of the earth, and righteouſueſſe ſhall look downe | 
from heaven : The Lord ſhall ſhew bi loving tina. 


neſſe, and our land ſhall give her increaſe > Righte. 
#nſneſſe ſhall goe before him, and be ſhall direct our go- 
ings in the way. Even ſo be it: 

Lord ſay Amen. 
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Church- cuſtomes 


the coment/pns. of the Charch thc ler — 
you of the Charches aufen, chat —2 op- 
poſe againſt contention. 

What I then delivered concerning contention, 
I will ngt call co your. mind againe, I deſire that 


cuſteme being defendant may have a fair and le gall 


heating, as well as content ion that was the — | 
in the cauſe. 

Whether any ſuch ſpirits live amongſt us chat 
deſerve the title of comrextiozs,T could not ſay, nor 
yet can: for my part I confefſe I know of none, 
neither doe I ſpeak to gall any, I did but onely 
put a caſe as S. Paul does, (and a meere ſuppoſition 
inferrs nothing) but if any be, or hereafter may 
be, though ic be more then appeares to me, yet 


; you may know by the caſe put, how to file their | 


teeth, and muzzle their mouthes, that they may | 
not infeſt the flock of Chriſt. | 
ON ou know of any contentions men what ever 
calis livelike .che Salamander in the fire, 
_— ro wrangle & ſpend their breath againſt 


| the decent orders and conſtirutionsof the Church 


— —_— 


| 


lin 


you were beſt to aſke of the bleſſed Apoſte,and | 


he will teach you how to handle chem, | 

You muſt be ſure to uſe all gentle s 
foreyoucome to ſharpneſſe andſcyerit for ns 
ny will lead, chat will not drive and eld them. 
ſelves to a — entreaty, thar wil ot be for- 
ced by compulſion TV 


You ſhall do welli in the firſt 1500 to ſet before 


them your own pla for ſo the Apoſtie doth: 
in the 1. ver. _You 


0 


— —e 


againſt Contentions. 

Lou may take occafion to commend them for 
their zeale and ſtrictneſſe in ſome thing elſe ; for 
ſo the Apoſtie hath taught you, ver. a. 

You muſt not faile to inſtruct them in the 
meaning and ſignification of the ceremonies, for 
ſo the 4poſtle taught yon, ver. g. 

What ſhall I ſay ? you may perſwade them by 
reaſon, by authority,by decency,by nature it ſelſe, for 
none of theſe hath Saint Paul omitted, and if all 
this be not able to perſwade (ſor who can per- 
ſwade a contentious man, you ſhall not perſwade 
though you doe perſwade, not perſwade his pra- 
ctice I meane, though you perſwade and convict 

his conſcience) then you muſt beare him downe 
with the- Churches cuftome, and tell him plainly to 
his face that the an ſtomes of the Church muſt ſtand 
in force maugre the ſpight of contentions men. 

The power of caſſome no doubt is great, and 

that of the Church not leaſt of all, but leſt T may 

be thought to preſſe the awſome: before I have | 
taught you to underſtand the came, you ſhall 

give mee leave to ſpeak ſomething concerning 

the theorie of the cuſtome, that ſo I may riſe with 

the more force to the practice and obſervation of 

the caſlome. | 5 | 

While I entreat of Church order, me thinks I 

am bound to keep order, and becauſe the nature 


will content my ſelfe with a plaine method. 
Three things there be that offer themſelves. 
1. The «ſe.of the Charch in having of 


cuſlomes. | 


of the ſabje@ will ſcarce afford any quainr order, I 


2. The 


TY 


— 


{ becanſe they had kept the moſt of them. 3. and 


2. The right of the Charch in making of 
cuftomes. 0 | 
3. The power of the Charch in preſſing of 
auſtomet. | | 
For the cuffome, firſt, tounderſtand thatthroagh- 
ly, you muſt pleaſe to look back to the 2. ver. 
there the poſe mentions ſome. erdinances or 
traditions which he had del. vered to the Church of 
Corinth: a. there he commends their zealous care, 


then he condemns their halting obedience, be- 
cauſe they had failed in ſome particulars, 

What thoſe ordinazces were is all the matter 
thar concerns us, and becanſe there is mention 
made of one or two, and the 4peſftle tells the rea- 
ſon of them, wee muſt j of the Lion by his 
paw, and gueſſe that the reſt were all of the ſame 
ſtamp, being all commended at one time to one 
and the ſelſe ſame Church of Corinth, 

What our meant by his ordimauces, ver. 2. 
and by his orders, ver. ult. the ſame he meanes by 
his c«fomer here : all matters of rite and outward | 
ceremony annexed to the preaching of the Mor and 
adminiftr ation of the Sacraments; wot 4s parts of Gods 
holy wor ſhip, but as appendices thereunts onely for the 
| order of Oods lonſe, and d:ſÞoſition of bi ſer uuce. 

duch were the cuſlomes of the Church of Corinth, 
and ſueh caſſomes as theſe were about time and 
place, and miward geſture, wherher it be kneeling, 
| fariding blowing, crofiing uncovering ,or whatſotver 


elſe of the ſame alloy, as they were freely uſed in 


the Church of Corinth, fo they muſt needs be 


allowed 


ä 


—— — 


| 


——— 


2 


— — 


nut ſuffer to 


* 

You | hall never Beere of: any ane ebene 
Goce mu aApefiles time that hath not freelyen- 
joyed ſome cuſtomes of this kind; and you ſhall 
never r 
the Apoſtles time that ever oppugned the uſe iof 
theſe cuſtames. 

I I; conltd-caftlyſhew. you upon 
that all the ancient Churcbes 


andhciriey 
their ſevrrall Pins: 


any learned errbodax father ſince 


| | againſt; (outrotuar. | 
| allowed-in every, age age inal he ofemblierotibc 
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auſſames, and that: while they enjoy edebe me Chirch. 


faith, and which is more to be obſervedand al- 
mited, the difference end rontrarirtie of their euftoms 


mo * religion.” 
oo 


eknow, ſenerall av 


ſtover a little az good cauſe he h 

fangled cuſſome ofaheir un deviifing, whichcas. 
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mes to can 

— 5 e _ 

to bebame downe.by the excel 

on r 11355: 41 


_—_— 


flares, pet A | T 
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Thaſe cuffomecindtat ever ibey eee | 
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.Cburch-cuſtomes' © 


Apoſtles timerheir coftomer to, I wonder why the 
Churches in theſe times, and che Church of England 


| among the reſt, the gracious Mother of us all, 


may not bee quietly ſuffered to enjoy her cu- 
Haas. „ t 10 Nu HT 
Were the ceremonies and orders of the church an 
ornament to religion in the C poſttes dayes, and 
are they now become in theſe latter times aſtain 
and blemiſhto religion ?̃ had the Churches of God 
their earerings,their bracelets, and their je wels in 
thenonage and childhood of religion, and moſt 
they now be ſtript of albin the growth and ripe. 
neſſe of the goppell ? Alas poore mot her, what haſt 


. | :thon done to be ſo ſhamefully uſed of thine own 


children ? alas good children, hat doe you meatie 


© | to offer: ſuch wrong to your deare mother? Did 
| | avid bring a ſcorne upom his perſon when hee 


uncovered himſelfe before his ſubjects, and would 


not you bring a ſcorne upon your moi ber if you 


ſhould uncover het ſhame before all her children? 


Did Cato:7tizen draw a ſcorne upon his juſtice 


when hee went to his pretoriar ſear without his 


robes, and may not we bring the like upon Gods | 


ſervice, if we ſhould repaire to the ſeat of God in 
common garments ? I beſeech you forthe honour 
of God, for the honour of religion for the honour 


e of your ſelves, think upon your bold and raſhad: 


yentures:it is not the cuſſome ſhe regards ſo much 
as Your obedience to the caſome : and if you be ſo 
ſtiffe and cruell to your mother, that ſhe may not 
enjoy her ancient cuſomes, why ſhould ſhe allow 
ich you 


your anciem diſcipline (as you call it) wh 


bh ——————— —_ — 


_ ” 


ll. 


An 


1- | 


againſt Contentions. 


can never demand upon better warrant ? Ton 


fay the Apoſtles had the Diſcipline, but we are ſure | 


of this, they had the cuffomes, and if you ſeeke to 
rob us of thoſe rices which we know the Apoſtles 
once delivered, why ſhould we give way to your 
new pretended formeof Geneve diſcipline, which 
I doubt the Apoſiles never heard of? Shew us that 
warrant for your «:ſcipline, as wee have ſhewed 
you for our cuſomes, and wee ſhall have cauſe to 
hearken to you : In the meane whilewee have 
right enough to enjoy our ceremonies by the 4 
les leave if not by yours; and though you thinke 
it a ragge of Rome, and a relique of Popery and 
ſaperftition; yet we ſhall rejoyce and triumph at 
all your taunts, as long as we can ſay with the bleſ- 
ſed Apoſtle, labemus conſuetudinem, wee have « cu- 
3 21065 » 1 | ; 
To have a cuſſome is not much, but allthe mat- 
ter is by what pretended right wee hold the c- 
No wan heares of the caſſames of the Church 
for the ordering and diſpoſing of Gods ſervice, 
but preſently he begins to examine our Patent, 
and to renew the queſtion of thoſe Prieſts and 
Elders, 244 poteſt ass? By what: authuritie doe you. 
theſethings ond, whe gave you that authority? 


The Charch I trow-willdoe nothing without a | 


warrant, and if ſhee have that warrant from her 
huſband, bequeathed unto her in his Teſtament, | 
reade us the Will and it ſufficethʒ But if ſhee cake | 


beepower ram abemifeſmen,riiom theſeves 
of Princes, 
VO 


or from the a»thoritic of ber governants's, | 
F 2 then 


Mat. 21.23 | 
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—— 


Luk.11.23 
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Loe this is the plea of alb the ſectaries in ithe | 
world; She ur your ceremonies inthe word: of | 
| Godand'wolbaltbewilling ro:obeyÞ and) it pre. 
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termes to give to the written word! : Hur if 
it appeare upon juſt tryall that the word of Ged 
(with honour and reverence be it ſpoken) was ne | 
venconſtitutedꝭ as the jadge for the ſpeciall d eg 
natiomoſ particular ceremonies; then ves come | 
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ſtmuld paſſe by the ſame patent. ** 
Well may they paſſe in generall writes 
mary things are conveyed in every deed under 
the name of the appurtenanees) but they are ne- 
vor expreſſod am tliat — by e 
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ſperiall ra of the word for all particulars, is 
forced to confeſle for the /ewiſh Church, that ſhee 
18 ** and ſundry we 4 leaſt twenty for our 
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Von ought to receive che Communion faſting? 


| be 6 requiſire-ro every ceffowe; you vero beſt to 
ſurvey the writings of che <A poſples and ſee whar 


| mediste warrant 1 or baptiF## young In- 
jam: I doubt you will find uo mote — a 1 ons 


| 4 was ok theſe, 
Vert eau ane rn 


yet that was the univerſal cuſtom of all the Chaych 

in Saint Angoſlines time, to preſerve the honour of | E 

the bleſſed Seorament, ' „e D116 DNA 01339 
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quenee without any ſpeciall intimation, why | 
ſhould webetyed ro u Provell rder lor ine raling 

and diſpoſing of every cetemo⸗y ?: 
If rhe — ee ofirhe Wordbe ſo ne- 
ceſſary, you were beſt to blame the Apeſties of 
Chriſt, becauſe they forgot to entreat of partieu- 
lar rites: and ifa gererall warrant be not ſufficient, 

you were beſt to blame the Churches of God, be- 


cauſe they took too mach upon them. 
For the Apoſtles, firſt, you cannot blame them; 


| commiſſion from the Lord to ſet downe a forme 
of outward diſcipline; inaſmuch as he foreſaw 


never 


forme of 
for Calvin himſelf: can tell you that they had no outward . 
rite. 
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mone, — no chat! equally fit 
her at all ſeaſons, as well in the newas in the full, 
no mare conld the Clas judge any one form 
Ofunchangeahle coftore togllzmes 
1 we various condicians of all people. 
rr pethaps you will blame the Che 

becauſe ſhe preſumes to run of her ſelſe without 
——7r* for every gs ave — 
ly, but where - che Ward af. edi yas 
nt, ihere the vice of the Cherch mult: pre 

„ 
ges that t O anot 
ogurt ; and ſesing the word is filent concerning 
cgenamonits, and ſpeaks nothing of them in explicite 
termes, here may we looke fora certaine dire. 
Aion \and'i reſolution in that caſe, but from the 
pooh ge Church, and from the ant hority of her 


daint ine being aſked his opiniog can- 
"im ego uſed in his time, 4 . — | 
to anſwer inbriefe, not onely for that, hut for all 
others af the ſame ſtamp, that where the Word of 
Gad deterwoines no certainty, there the cuſt ome of the 
Chur oh, «nd ahe att of her Paſtors are 60. 
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: againſt Contentions. 


the Churches in all ages, if any man doubt, let him 
reade the — the Councils: for why ſhould 
the Councels be called together to order the go- 
vernment of the Church, and to ſettle the forme 
of outward diſcipliae, but that they held it a 
maxime in all ages, that the Church had power of 
things indifferent. offs not 
There is no Divine of our owne fide of any 
note that (tick at this power, ſo it goe no fur- 
ther: for beſides the judgement of Jega, Bucer, 
Zuinglins,Chemnitius, Peter Martyr, and generally 
all che Worthies of theſe latter times that freely 
allow it with one conſent, you ſhall take theopi- 
nion of Calvin, one forall, who ſets ĩt don fot a 
certdine rule upon the light be drew from this 
— — — eyery — ＋ what place ſoeuer 
may ſafety compoſe juch's forme of diſcipline, a ay 
be moſt « 2244 ſelſe, becauſt lhe, Lord thirein 


— 22  - 9 f 


— bed no certainty. ; oy 
The truth ij, che 4poſtichimfelfe is io cleare in 


(now habemus talem, ) and grounds himſelfe upon 
this reaſon, becauſe they nor the Churches had none 
fue, what doth he but inferre by way of conlſe- 


mination of her Paſtors, i warrant enough for any ce- 

remony. | 
It makes me wonder the more, and who doth |! 
not wonder at the froward humour of ſome pee- | 
viſh Noveliſts,thar think all the practice of the, | 
Church in things indifferem,'*ro be nothing — | 
G I 


— ts 
— 


this, that no man can make any further doubrtfor | 
when he ſeeks ro ſuppreſſe an upſtart caſſome bya 


quence, that the practice of the Church; and deter= | 


— 


—— 
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quxſt. 59. 
Ambco. & 
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but jon, and all her decent and reverend co. 
ane that ſerve for the furtherance of GOD: 
ſervice to bee nothing elſe but a weere wil. 


worſbip. | 

Their ſpight is ſo great againſt the preſent go. 
verument, becauſe it croſſes their ſeife · will d hu- 
mours, that they will ſcarce allow that power to 
the Church in the meaneſt things, that every 
Church · warden avd meane Artificer would ſoon 


challenge, if they miglit be left to their owne lis 


— V, Wies pe 6rd n Mae 
Beke the Seers of 144 Lord ave became blind, cat 


they cannot diſcerne the meaneſt things ; or 


elſe the: fewards of the Lord: are become nnfaith+ 


5 fol, chat they way not be crafted with che poor, 


CEreMOnFen ee 1% 20.919 
Sut well fare the good and courteous ameri- 
tarzhe was not halfe ſo ſtrait to the good Inkeeper 
when he gave him the care. of che wν¼- tra 
veller in che Coſp ing was he to enlarge 
his fnyour, that beſide the m pence hes left to 
diſcharge the reckoning, hee gave him leave te 
ſbeng more, and th runne upon the ſcore till his next 
retwrue. | 

No doubt a large allowance given to aſtren- 
ger, hut if we be the v travelers, ws indeed 
we are, that unhappily miſcarried in Adams ſinne, 
and if the two pence he left us to diſcharge the 
reckoning may ſeeme to allude, as moſt expound 
it, to the two Tables of the Teſtament, | wonder 
what courſe e may take to ſpend the ever plus 


| chat he may alla it at his comming. 


—— HD— 
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Ia neceſſary expences for food or phy Eck wee 
need not end above sur two pence: in points of 
faith and works of ſupererrogation we muſt not ſpena 
above our allowance: perhaps we may ſend fore- 
what more to advance the hononr' of the good 
Samuritas, and if we ſpend the ov in his bo- 
nour for the furtherance and advancement of his 
ſervice, I make no doubt when he comes againe to 
tale 1he account of all our exyences, he will not ſłick 
to allow the vp, with aft ego rend, 1 will 

ay i," | my #1 28 ehe m1 cfaurm 
But they may chance to ſay, this faire allow- 
ance given to the Charch, may make too much 


Churth,the itt of God, and equalls the power of hey 
owne trations with the — anthority f 
written wird, And what if ſome offend in exceſſe 
and laviſimeſſe, muſt we therefore offend in de. 
fet and want? what if they give the Charcb too 
mach, muſt we give too little or nothing at all? 
what if they ſtraine the power ef the Church,eveti 
to points of dodriut, and articles of faiib, ſhall wee 


abridge and ſcant her power, that ſhee may not 
reach to points of a:ſcipline ? Nay rarher let the 


—— 


Scripture enjoy her in matter of faith, and 
the Church her imeriſt in mater of cuſſome: that's a 
priviledge given to the Scripture, this a peraviſiien 
ſeft unto the Church: Herhar is Lord of all ma doe 
what he will with his mne goods, whether hee give 


more or leſſe to the ſaered Scripture, what i it to | 


ther, dame qubu tuum eſ, & wade. O Church, tate 
thint owne,and go iin way, thou haſt power enough 
8 Aug 


for the Charch of Rome, that makes t voice of the | 


" Jn CE 
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06, 
Con. Tri. 
det. decret. 
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— 


in hurcb. cuſtomes 


| 


to uſe a coemeny, thou haſt power enough to 
make a ceremony, let us now proceed a little fur- 
ther, and ſee what power thou haſt to preſſe a ce · 


, 


uſe of a ceremony leaſt of all;all the matter is about 
the urging of a ceremony, that may chance to urge 
a wany of us. . 

Bur if you give us leave to make a c#ſ/ome, and 
give us uo power to preſſe the cuſlome, you doe as 
much in effect, as if you gave us a gift with one 
hand, and ſought with the other to ſnatch it from 
us 


Saint Jerome gives counſell to Lucinius, that all 
the cuſtomes of the Church, that were us prejudice to 
the faith ſhould be ftriitly obſerved : and S. Pau is (0 
ſtiffe for the enſlome here, that he will not ſuffer 
it to bee overborne by the ſtubborne humour 
of contentions men. 

Now if the cuſfomes had ſuch a ſtroke in the 
firſt beginning and infancy of the Goſpel}, when 
they could not be of many yeeres rg. what 
power may belong unto them in theſe latter 
times, being now confirmed by long uſe, whereby 
they are become the more a cuſtameꝰ | 

There js no company nor ſociety, of men but 
ſtand upon the right of their owne cuſtomes, nay 
every parith, and private houſe is ready to lay 
claime. toone or other; and when the Church her 


ſelfe hath taken up a cuſtome that tends tothe fur- 


therance of Gods ſervice, may not ſhe have pow - 
er to ſtand upon it, and to binde her children to 
conformity? Could 


The making of a ceremony is not much, and the | 


— — ů — 
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— 
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1 3 againſt (Contentions. 


Could you but ſhew for your Civil cuſtomes, 
what we can alledge for our Church caſtoms, good 
leave may you have to ſtand upon them; but I 
doubt, by your favout, it will be long enough ere 
you can ſhew the Apoſtles ſeale for the warrant and 
juſtification of jour cuſſames. 

Some cuflomes you have, I muſt needs grant, 
which you may ſafely hold by the ſame right, as 
Dane not determined by the written laws, of that 
nature are your Mayis, and Mounds, and fines, and 
quitrents, and ſuits, and ſervices, and commons, and 
releefes, and heriots, and 1000. more of the like 
kinde, that muſt be judged by the cuſfome, becauſe 
the Law therein hath preſcribed no certainty: but 
when you ſet up cuaſtomes of your one deviſing, 
| which former ages never heard of, to ſtint: the 
Church to a kinde of penſion; and to juſtle out the 
lawes in that caſe provided, well may you force 
us to ſuffer ſuch cuſtomes, but you ſhall never per. 
ſwade us to allo them. Nickles 

The Lord foreſaw in his one wiſdome that 
fuch injurious cuſfomes were like to grow upon his 
owne law, and there fore he makes proviſion a- 
forehand, that if any had a minde te buy out their 
tithes far ready mony they ſhould yeelda fifth part over 
and above the reall value of the thing redeemed, to 
prevent ungodly compoſitions. 

If any cuſlome or compoſition of theſe times ſhall 
freely allow that it part over, well may they 
hold and enjoy their ciſlomes, but if they come 
ſhort of that proportion, as commonly they doe 
which are moſt urged, ot aa allow-one;fifrh 

| 4 
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Lev. 27. 28. 
& t. 


22 — — ME. 


— 


| ro. ſect. 30. 


| : Church-cuſtomes 


for all che due; I crow every honeſt and well diſ 
poſed heart will firſt oomiult with his one con- 
ſcience how his plea will hold in the inner court 
before he ſtand upon ſuch a cuſome. | 
Such caſtomes as theſe in their owne- nature, as 
being delivered to as by word of momthh,befidethe mar- 
ram of the mord, are much alike to ſome Romiſh tra- 
ditions,which our adyerfaries ſeeke to obtrude up- 
on us: but if the word of God be ſufficient againſt 


——k ͤʃ —— ä EI 


che one, as I crow it is, I hope it may be thought 


—_— _ the other, and ſo the matter is 
e ; 

F pray how God ſhall blefſe the la- 
beurs of our hands, as long as wee ſeeke to bind: 


as long as we ſeeke to ffraighten him > how can 
we looke for a ful increaſe, while wee meane to 
allow him av increaſe? 

It is not fer me to cry downe theſe cuſames, 
wherinevery one pretẽds ſome intereſt, but if you 
ſtand fo much ups theſe upſtart caſomi, that tend 
to the hinderance of religion; I trow there is no 
mancanthinke ill of us, if we plead hard for the 
ancient c«/fomes, that ſerve to the honour of reli. 
gion, and to the fartherance of Gods ſerwice, 

Yeu muſt needs know that Mor popali dei is a 

reat deale more then Mos popats, they are but on- 


— 


to many but the caſfomes of the Church, that ſerve 
for the furtherance of devorion, if you pleaſe to 
beleeve M.. Calvin himſelfe, are not only bumant, 
bar alſo divire, and ſo may the better be ſtood 
upon, You 


his bands? how ſhall he vouchlafe to enlerge un, 


y hemane cuftomes that proceed from man & tend | 


—_ 2 — 


_— 


| againſt Contentians. 

You ſay well (may ſome reply) ſo they bee 
good and wholeſome cf ames, but if they breed 
offence to the people of God, and may not bee 
kept with a ſafe conſcience, were they not better 
be taken away then maintained to breed more 
offence ? 0 1 

To this objection let the wiſe Lewgiver make 
an anſwer : 7 here ij 1 Law (ſayes he) projiteble 
and commudiows ante allʒ that is the thing is be enqui 
red, bet her i ſuit wit h the greater part; and tf it be 
liked of the moſt and better part, wee muſt not 
alter « Law ſo generally allowed, to give content 
to a few humoriſts, that will hardly bee pleaſed 
with any La. (C4363 454 vs 

But another will ſay, theſe pretended 9n/owes 
area great impeachment to Chriſtian liberty. 
. lf any. mab think ſo, ſet * Caſluinanſwer( if they 
will cake his word) That the extwerd ordert of the 
Church can lay no land npon the canſcience, as lu 44 
theyare no fixed and peepiinall laws, but: exterval{ru- 
diments of humane mexkueſſeand int {ft 

' Whatſoeverthey are may another 1ay, as long 
as they deale jn things indifferent, they may bee 
uſed indifferently, and not preſſed upon ſuchas 
cannot brooke them. 32, 

I marry, if every one ſhould bee leſt to his 
owne will, when the Charch hath agreed upon a 
rule, we ſhould have a goodly Church in a ſhore 
time. guch a liberty (M. Calvin can tell von) could 
wot chuſe but cauſe great confuſion, and that confuſion 
and diſorder conld not chaſe but breed ſundry quar- 
rell. 
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red by the Apeſtles, or ani 


„ 


to content iaus men. ä ; 

It may be ſome may urge furcher , if your 
cuſtomes were ſach as the Apoſtle ſtands upon, none 
would deny them a 6inding power, Thoſe it ſeems 
were framed by the Apeffles, and generally allow- 
ed by all the Churches; and if it ere not ſoin- 
deed, Saint Paal had never implyed ſo much by 
his( ass habe mau, c Eccleſia Dei) we have them, and 


peare that any of your caſtomes were either deliue. 
receivedof all the 
Churches , you ſhall finde us ready to ſubſcribe 


| without more adoe, that we may not be thought 


to be contentions. | | 

Whether any of our cuſfomes be ſuch or no, I 
dare not avouch upon any certainty : I heare St. 
Ambroſe complaine in his time, that the Churcbes 
had ſwarved from the 4poſtolique cuſtomes; and 
Waldenſis likewiſe in his time, that the Apoflelique 
traditions coald hardly be diſcerned from ſach as 
were meerely eccleſſaſticall: yet if the rule of Saint 
Auguſtine goe for current, as tis allowed by ſome 


| the Churches of God : whenſoever you make it ap- 


— — 


— 


againſt ( untent ions. 


of our beſt Divines, that whatſoever hath been gene- 
rally obſerved in any age, and yet not preſcribed in any 
Cooncell, may be certainly beleeved to be Apoſtolicall. 
I ſee no reaſon but ſome of our owne cuſtome⸗ 
which found ſuch generall allowance in the daies 
of our Fathers, whereof wee can find no beginning, 
neither inthe Councels of the Charch, nor in the_ 
writings of the Fathers, may ſafely paſſe for Apo- 
ſtolic all. 

It were to be wiſhed (if wiſhes might ſtand 
for good proofs) that all the caſomes of the Church 
were onely ſuch, and that nothing might be uſed 
in any one, but what were allowed by all the reſt: 
when antiquity and wniverſality meet both toge- 
ther in the ſame caflame, they give ſuch credit and 
countenance to the practice ot the Charch,thatno 
man can refuſe to joyne with us without ſuſþition of 
diſtraction. 

But what if our caſtomes be not ſuch, have wee 


therefore no right co ſtand upon any, unleſſe they 


come home to Saint Pauls conditions? I warrant 
you habemms talem will be ſufficient for a ceremo- 
ny, though we cannot ſay, habemus eandem : for 
neither the * Apoſtolique cuſlomes can bind us, nor 


any elſe that have been generall, unleſſe the pre- 


ſent Church give free allowance; and ſeeing wee 
have the ſame power in things indifferent, the 
ſame I ſay to frame « cuſtome, the ſame if need be 
ro®change a cu ſtome, let not us diſpute any more ei- 
ther ot the novelty or particularity of the caflome, 
but readily ſuhmit to the Churches order without 
any further diſputation. 


49 


Don.ca.23. 
Zwng, de 
bapt. 
Ficld li 4. 
Ca. 21. 


ſimæ eſt 
inſaniæ. 
&c. 


a Doct. 
Field, Ii. 
c. ac. ut ſup. 
b Tert. 40 
ve lãd.virg. 
cetera qui. 
de diſcipline 
ad mittunt 
nevita em 
coryectionis. 
Et Aug. ep. 
ad — : 
— 
oportet 
fiebat, wel 


Be fore | 


von fiebat. | 


— —u— 


| 
| 


Li. 4. cont. 


| 


| 


FO 


Cuſtome 
a good 
plea for 
matter of 
rite. 


Ver. 13. 
Ver. 7. 
Ver. 14 


(Moch. cuſtomes | 


Before the cuſlome was ordained,it was free for 
every one to pur in a caveat;bat when the rule is 
once ſetled, there is no further place for diſputati- 
on: a ſimple obedience without any ſpeciall inquiſition, 
in ſuch a caſe, i moſt abſolute: and if the Church can 
hardly erre, as youheard before, in the ordination 
of a cuſlo ne, why ſhoald I doubt that I ſhould erre 
in yeelding obedience to the cuſome? 

No argument holds againſt a caſſome, nay it is 
ſo far from that, that the Apoſile makes the bare 
allegation of the caſſome a ſpeciall argument of it 
ſelfe againſt inn vtion. | — 4 

Many arguments had he uſed in the former 
verſes, ſome from * decency, ſome from authority, 
ſome from nature, according as the nature of the 
matter would beſt allow: and now being deſi-· 
rous to ſtrike home, and to ſet a barre againſt all 
reply, he brings them up to the Churches cuſlome, 
that if the reſt of his arguments could not per- 
ſwade, yet this might be ſure to enforce obe- 
diene. ISL 

Bleſſed Saint Paul, thou haſtnow taught us an 
eaſie way to put an end to all content ion that ever 
ſhall ariſe concerning ceremonies, henceforth if 
any ſliall ſceme content ious, wee ſhall not need to 
beat him downe either with Fathers, or Councels, 
or A poſt les, or Scriptures, no nor yet the authori- 

ty of other Churches; what ſhalf wee need to goe 
about when Saint Paul hath ſhewed us a nearer 
way, . pai by xegle'n, let the cuffome prevaile in 
the name ot God, and let no man preſume to ſpeak 
againſt it. 


fl 


* 
„ 
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againſt (ontent ion: 

It any private man ſball attempt in time to 
come to bring upon us a new cuſtome, either in 
praying, or preaching, or beptig ing, or communica-· 
ting, or marying, Or burying, whatſoever it hee, or 
by whomſoever it bee allowed, wee will ſay no 
more then S. Paul does, Non habemus talem, wee 
have none ſuch : You may not ſet up a nem caſtome, 

Onthe other ſide, if any ſhall ſeek to put down 
the old, whether in landing, or kneeling, or croſ- 
ſing, or bawing , or uncevering, or whatſoever elſe 
ofthe ſame alloy, that hath beene eĩther preſcti- 
bed in our beoke of Canens, or religiouſly continu- 
ed in the reverend practice of our mother Churches, 
we ſhall need to ſay no more then 8. Pau implies, 
Haben talem, we have ſuch 4 cuſlome allowed a- 
mongſt us, and you have no power to put it 
downe. 

Indeed cuſlome is a good plea for out ward rice, 
but for the doctrine of Gods warſhip , that con- 
cernes the eſſence of religion, we muſt not plead a 
bare caſtome. When any part ofthar gracious char- 
ter ſhall be called in queſtion by ſtubborne here. 
ticks, we muſt not follow the cuſtomes of men, but 
the truth of Cod; nor muſt we regard what wen have 


dane, but what Chriſt hath ſaid far our direttion. Ad 


legem & teftimonia, to the lam and the teſtimonies 
muſt we goe for tryall, there muſt wee ſeeke for 
our direction; but for matter of rites, and out- 
ward diſcipline, which are things in themſelves 
meerely arbitrary, and »o where expreſſed in the 
word of God we can never uſe a more ſtrong de. 
monſtrative argument _ S. Paul hath uſed in 
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(x Cor. 14. 


40. & 26. 
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Church — 


che words of my text, We have;or,we have ner ſuch | 
4 cuſtome. 

The very name of cuſlome hath ſome weight, 
becauſe the allowance of rhe Church is added to 
it, yet it is not the allowance of every Church,that 
takes up a rite of her owne head, contrary to the 
order of other Churches; but the unanimous con- 
ſent of ſundry Churches agreeing in one,that gives 
the name and force of a cuſtome. 

S. Paul doth not ſtand upon the caſſome of one 
Church, much leſſe doth he urge it againſt all the 


reſt, bar loe he ſtands upon the general! uſe of the 


Apoſtoliq ve Churches, and urges the harmony of 
the — againit the private aſe of the Charob of 
Corinth, to teach us that if any queſtion 

atiſe in time to come about tlie different brdets 
of ſundry Churches, that wee could hardly now 
which to follow, we ſhould ever preferre the ca. 


| ſomes of the moſt, and ſpecially' thoſe which are 


moſt Apoſtolique, before the private orders of 
ſome few that have degenerated from the rule. 

- You ſee the nature of S. Pauli cuſtomes, and 
what power you have to ſtand upon them; a bet- 
ter cuſlomt you cannot have, nor better authority 
to beare you out: Iwill but onely adde this one 
word more, that your cuftomes bee decent and re- 
verend c»ſtomes, furniſhed with all thoſe ſpeciall 
properties which S. Paul requires in every cuſome, 
and then you come fully up to the Apoſtles (tali) 
you have a cuſtome I warrant you againſt all ex- 
cept ion; and if any man ſceme to be contentious, you 
may ſafely plead it in open Court(habemm talem) 
we have ſuch a cuſtome. But 


— 


| 
| 
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— 


againſt Contentions. 

But I feare I ſhall exceed the Amen Obrear 
the cuſtame while I ſtand ſo long upon the Chur- 
ches cuſiomez but if I have tyred the patience of a+ 
ny in tracing this ftrange unuſuall argument,” I de> 
fire the blame may, reſt upan them whoſe wilfull 
and ſtubborne oppoſitions have forced new” to 
breake my #ſuel caſtorie. 

For moſt of you; this labour might be! ſpared, 
for I have ſeene your oder and approved it, but 


| athersthere are of that croſſe and: peeviſh' 8 


that I thinke if S.;Pay{hinmfelfe w 
place, he could hardly wit: them to — 

Let the Chareh ſtand upon her  cufomes while 
ſhe will, the rulers of the Church obſerve the c- 
ſome; and dll the Dodorrnt the Charchiborh bld 
andnew ade the cu ſtomeſ yet iheyreiblvt ti hold 
their caſſome, their e of inen —— 
on. 01 a 

I any cuſſame at all goe dw wich * 

muſt be the 2&#flowerof lame forrergne. Church > 
Great is Diana of the Epheſians, and they are apt 
enough to admire her caftomes;; .but for the c- 
flames of our one Church, which all our neigh- 
bours ſo much renowne ; and aur very adverſaries 
themſelves account an honour ta uur reformation,they 
muſt not be allowed upon any tearmes. 

Alas poore Mather, thos ſayeft t hon art rich, and 
wanteſt not hing, and knoweſſ not that thog art poore, 
and naked, and miſerable, and blinde, that thou canſt 
not judge of the leaſt cuſtome - Thon muſt buy thy 
gold af them if thou wilt be rich, and thy raiment of 
them, f thou wilt be cloathed and thy eye- ſalve 1 
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« Apud 
2 ep. ad 
2 ulanũ. 


On 
' Rome ſum, 
ec. & ad 
nn; 
alam eccie- 
fam vene- 
ritu ejus 
mem ſer- 
vate, [i pati 
See, 
ee vullit, 
ner ſactre. 
ibid. 
b ler. ep. 
' ad Lucin, 
| Egoillud te 
| brevitcr ad. 
| monendum 
puto, Ec. 
| Necalterii 
| conſuetud;. 
nem alieris 


comrrario 
| modo ſul 


| verti. 


| the Chureb inviolable; and ſuffer not the cuſtomes of 


one | 


| Church. euſtomes "= 


| if than wile be cad of thy bimdueſſe; and yet the 
| moſt of them will freely confeſſe Gt they are not 
too ingratefull) that they themſelves have been 
debtors unto thee, not onely for the light of hea- 
venly truth, but for the helpe of out ward ſuppor- 
Did the fame of thy children never ſpread be- 
yand the £/ps,or their glory beyõd the Lemanian 
lake ? Why then ſhould thy children deſpiſe thy 
caftemer,and dote upon the love of forraign Chuy. 
ct, unleſſe they meane to play the parts of un- 


ht them forth, and the pappes that brought 
them up. 1 421 
For aur parts, wee are loath to diſeredit our 
| neighbour Churches, ſuch as have joyned with us 
in the reformation 5: whatfoever cuſtomes they 
have, we envy them not, good leave may they 
have to ſtand upon them, and if any of us ſhould 
converſe among them, we would not ſtick to uſe 
their cuſtomes. | runs 
The rule that S. ¶Anbroſe gave to his friend 8. 
e when he aſked his opinion concern- 
ing faſting on the Saturday, which was the cuſtom 
4 Fame, but not at Millaine, that when bee was at 
Rome, he uſed to faſt, and when he was at Millaine hee 
uſed to'eate; the ſame muſt wealwayes obſerve in 
matter of Rite, as S. Auguſtine teaches, If wee will 
neither offer nor ſuffer ſcandall, 
Let mee give che counſell that b Jerome gave to 
his friend Lucinizs, that tos keepe the cuſtomes of 


racious children, to diſcredit the wombe that 


| ins Charch 10 be eee to br FRE. | 


of another, Thou maiſteaſily offend either 

 burchiefly in oppoſing re owe che 

ee of ſcandall as you e 4 

reſuſe the comet of forra? | 

ver we chance to commu, A 5 cnc bw 

eme free our ſelves from wat ex Groen ' 

we ſpurne at the rites of bur o. Church, a 

| ; | refuſe to conform to her au oe ron 750 8 
I muſt ſay no more 

. | Inn 00 mere fie 

p for a formaliſt, a time-ſerver, — | 2 

| if I plead ſo hard for the Churches —— but if | 

ſuffer in this cauſe, S. Paal may beſt anſwer for | 


| me, he hath deceived me if I be deceived, and if 
he have a ſhare in this hard cenſure, I ſhall bee | | 
| 


*. 


| well content to ſuffer with him, allhongh.-They 


' ſhould make me yet more vile. 
| Howſogyer it be, I ſhall yet intreat for all that, 
5 and I will hot facreats Nin ande owne name, but in 
ö the words of the bleſſed o N Now I beſecch you , Con. | 
f brethren by the nemo ah N Chriſt, that you 10. 
| ' all ſpeake one thing, and that there may be no ſchiſmes | * 
and diſſent ions among yon. 
Let no man ſtrive againſt the cuffomes of the 
| Church, for that will turne to hisowne confuſion, | 
| | thefe warres are like the warres of Saul and David, 
| + |! wherethe houſe of Saul grew ſtill weaker and the houſe 
| * | of Daviagathered ſtrengtb. 
4 
6 b It is hard tl ict againſt rheſe pricks,for you may 
; ſooner gall your owne feete by a foolifh oppoſiti- 
on, then you can blunt or ſpurne down the Chur- | | 
ches cuſtome. — 


—— - ——_ 


— — . 


x Sam 3.1 


. : 


| * 
* 
5 V4 


r 

dere J neither comſott nor gaine in this 
t onely the ſhame of your own. 
ber bonds 525 will yeeld your ſelyes like du- 
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